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What is Visibility?  

Visibility is the ability to see and act on information

ÅUnderstanding the business processes that affect 

the ñthingsò as they move through the supply chain

ÅProviding the ability to answer a broad range of 

questions 
ÅWhere is something now?  

Å Where was it last week?     

Å Is it authentic? 

Å Did it deviate along the way? 

Å Did it maintain a safe temperature? 

Å Did anyone tamper with it?
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Visibility and GS1 Standards 

ÅIdentify individual products, cases, loads, assets, etc, so 

that they can be tracked individually

ÅCapture data about the movement of physical assets, 

creating visibility

ÅExchange data with IT applications and trading partners, 

to turn visibility into information and action

ÅA complement to other GS1 standards (BarCodes, 

eCom, GDSN)
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http://www.gs1.org/productssolutions/barcodes/
http://www.gs1.org/productssolutions/ecom/
http://www.gs1.org/productssolutions/gdsn/
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GS1 Value Chain Visibility 

Standards
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Types of Automatic Identification

Technologies
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UPC-A

EAN-13

EAN-8

1  0 6  1 4 1 4 1  0 0 0 4 1  5

ITF-14

( 00)  0 06 14141 123456789 0

GS1-128

Data Matrix

Optical Memory Card

Contact Memory

Button

MaxiCode

Active RFID Tag

QR Code

Microsoft HCCB
MIT Bokode

Mag Stripe

DataBar

Passive  RFID Tags

Retinal scan and

fingerprint

Optical

Character

Recognition


